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CODE OF CONDUCT FOR WHALE SHARK INTERACTIONS 
 
Swimming with whale sharks provides a unique opportunity to interact with these 
huge, placid fish. Mozambique is a world hotspot for these threatened sharks. The 
“Associaçao dos Mergulhadores Activos para os recursos Marinhos” – “The Divers 
Association to Protect Marine Resources” - and your Dive Centre are proud to promote 
the protection and conservation of this amazing species, in the interests of both safe-
guarding the sharks and creating a sustainable livelihood for local communities. 
 
We invite you to join us in these goals by signing the Code of Conduct below. By 
following these simple rules, you will ensure that you minimise impact on the whale 
sharks and maximise the quality of the experience had by you and your fellow 
participants.  
 
 

WHEN SWIMMING WITH WHALE SHARKS: 
 

 I will ensure that I both receive and understand the whale shark interaction 
briefing from my tour guide or dive supervisor.  

 I will remain at least 3 m away from the body of the shark and 4 m from the 
tail at all times. If approached by the shark (they are often very curious 
towards swimmers) I will calmly swim ahead of it or move to the side. 

 I will take care to not block the path of the shark. 
 If duck-diving, I will maintain a 3 m distance from the body of the shark. If the 

whale shark ‘banks’ (turns it’s back towards you) I will return to the surface. 
 I will stay relaxed; many whale sharks are extremely curious and will readily 

approach swimmers if they feel unthreatened. 
 I will NOT attempt to touch the shark, as this could scare it and result in an 

unpredictable stress reaction. Remember that, although whale sharks are 
docile plankton-feeders, they remain an extremely large and powerful wild 
animal. 

 
 
I, the undersigned, hereby acknowledge that I have read and understood the above 
Code of Conduct and will adhere to these regulations.  
 
 
 
 
____________________________________   _________________ 
Name and signature      Date 
 
 
Have a great time on your Ocean Safari! 


